
Saniyah,

I did grow up on a corn  soybean farm in central IL! We’re just southwest of /
Bloomington. I moved back to the farm last year actually after living and working in 
New Hampshire for four years.

I liked high school. The subjects were much more in-depth and tailored to me. So I was 
able to learn about geometry, formal logic, programming, and even a little calculus 
which I really adored. I really learned how to socialize during that time in my life. 
I was kinda shy before that.

I was able to get a job doing software development near the end of high school and 
that’s where I learned I didn’t want to do that for a living, or at least so I thought 
(more on that in a future letter). So I went to college for mechanical engineering 
instead.

The summer before college, I mostly just helped 
with projects on the farm. I also helped run a 
robotics camp.

I then went for a six-week intensive “boot 
camp” where we learned calculus and physics. It 
was really tough but it taught me a lot and 
helped me become very disciplined. It’s where my 
handwriting went from being awful to looking neat and proper  very much an –
“engineer’s hand”.

College itself was great. Honestly, I 
think most of school should look more like 
college: only a few hours a day of actual 
class time and the rest is study on your 
own. Classes can be really in-depth on one 
topic. And you’re surrounded by teachers 
and peers that are usually really 
passionate about what they’re teaching.
So if you’re really captivated by a 
particular subject, you can dive really 
deep into it. After all, what’s important 
is learning.

Grades let you know if you’re doing well, but they aren’t the most important thing.



If I had to do one thing over again, though, I would definitely focus more on 
building relationships with others. I had plenty of opportunities to do so, but I was 
very focused on my studies. But as life goes on, it turns out that having lots of skills 
isn’t any good if you have nobody to share them with.

I was just at a really AMAZING farming conference (ACRES USA) and a young lady (a 
little older than you) asked Allen Williams what she should do for college. His answer 
was great. It went something like this:

“I want you to remember that I was a college professor. The best education you’ll 
get is by apprenticing on a farm. And then another farm. Work on a lot of 
different farms, not just the ones near you, and learn what they’re doing. Read 
all of the best books. And then, you’ll have lived it, seen it, been entrenched in 
it, and you’ll have great mentors for the future. I just don’t see how four years 
in a classroom could compare.”

I think he’s onto something here. Most of the learning I had in college was when I 
was building racecars, doing projects, or in an internship. At the very least, doing 
these things motivated me to learn when I was in the classroom, and it gave me a 
mental framework on which to hang all the knowledge I was given. A lot of students 
just didn’t understand or care about even basic concepts like torsion, but when you’re 
designing driveshafts, you have a reason and purpose to know.

. . . but . . . you’re still kinda young to be worrying about all of that.

The most important task you have right now is to prepare your mind. Be the most 
excellent version of yourself.

When you find a subject you are interested in, read the best books you can get about it. 
Ask your teacher, your parents, your librarian to find you the best books about what 
you’re interested in. Seek knowledge, and more importantly, wisdom.

Praying for you,

- Thad


